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Dear Educator:
As we welcome a new year as a
nation, we also welcome a newly-elected
president.  rough a long election
season, we all had a chance to re ecton i X

what makes the United States unique. i sor/
By that measure, the theme for this >
issue, Our America, is well timed! S e

LY

In this issue, your students will &
soar with our nations symbol, the
bald eagle. ey will learn about the
habits of this magni cent bird and
what Americans have done to save
it from extinction.

Readers will also visit some of the former residents
of the White House four-legged and winged pets. Students will
write about a pet to practice writing a paragraph with a main idea.

Next, readers will have an opportunity to explore our nations

rst national park. Yellowstone, with its incredibly diverse landscape,

is a wonderful example of what a national park should be, and why
it is important for us to protect special places for future generations.

is story also provides a wonderful introduction to geographic
features such as canyons, waterfalls, and geysers.

February is the time of year when we celebrate the birthdays of
two great presidents. In honor of Abraham Lincolns 200th birthday,
four new Lincoln pennies will go into circulation. You can use the
time line on pages 20-21 to show students how the penny has
changed over time. e poem and math activity give students
practice counting money.

Our rstissue in this new year invites students to celebrate
the majesty of their country. From eagles to pennies, we hope you
enjoy exploring Our America!

Sincerely yours,

Jacalyn Mahler
Editor in Chief
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EAGLES PRESIDENTS’ PETS
YELLOWSTONE _COINS

Curriculum Connections
Reading Science Social Studies

Mathematics
Standards Correlations: Language Arts

Read multi-syllabic words
Read regular and irregular sight words
Relate prior knowledge to text

Develop academic vocabulary
Standards Correlations: Science

Characteristics of organisms

Life cycles of organisms

Organisms and environments
Standards Correlations: Geography

How to use maps

Physical characteristics of places
Standards Correlations: Social Studies

Time, continuity, and change
Standards Correlations: Mathematics

Number sense and operations
Literacy Skills

Summarize

Cause and effect

Note details

The Eagle Soars page T4

1. Fewer eggs hatched. 2. People stopped
using the poison. 3. Now 20,000

eagles soar.

The Presidents’ Pets
Paragraphs will vary.

page T5

Yellowstone page 76

1. rushes 2. tall, water 3. deep, rocky
4. shoots boiling water out of the
ground, steamy

Money Counts page T7

1. 5 cents 2. 8 cents 3. Some possible coin
combinations: 10 pennies, 3 nickels; two
dimes, one nickel; two dimes, ve pennies

Words to Explore = page T8
Vocabulary words will vary.

Next Issue

Sept.  Oct. ~ Nov./Dec.  Jan/Feb. ~ Mar ~ Apr.  May

Stories: Whales, Undersea Technology,
Great Barrier Reef, Water Cycle
Skills: Predict, Summarize, Sequence events,
Draw conclusions




Eagles High-Frequency Words: almost, are, from, have, how, into,
Pets live, look, make, many, our, see, there, this, was, were

Yellowstone
Coins canyon, geyser, national park

Content Words: country, symbol; president, United States;

Lesson1l pp.2-7 Lesson 2
The Eagle Soars

Build Background

0 Display the side of the poster with the
U.S. symbols. Explain that a symbol is

pp. 8-13

Presidents’ Pets
Build Background

O Begin a concept web with the word pet in
the center. Ask children to name the kinds

something that stands for something
else. Point to the picture of the ag
and ask children what it stands for (the
United States). Prompt them to think of
some ideas or feelings that the ag also
represents (Examples: freedom, pride).
O Next, point to the picture of the bald
eagle. Explain: e bald eagle is another
important symbol of the United States.
When people see it, they think of our
country. Ask children to tell where they

have seen images of the bald eagle (Sample

responses: coins, stamps, advertisements).

Read and Discuss

0 Tell children that they will read a story
about something that happened to bald
eagles in the wild. Suggest that they read
to answer two important questions: Why
were bald eagles in trouble? and What did
people do to help save them?

0 Pause a er reading each page and invite
volunteers to share the information they
want to remember.

After Reading

O Review the story by exploring the cause-
and-e ect relationships.

O Duplicate the cause-and-e ect chart on
page T4. Lead children in completing the
chart. Point out how an e ect can become
a cause, too.

O Invite children to use their completed
cause-and-e ect charts to retell the story
to a partner.
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of animals they think make good pets, and
to explain why. Record their responses in

the web. Tell them they will have a chance
to revisit the web a er they read the story.

Read and Discuss
0 Read aloud the title and introduction

on page 8. Point out that even presidents
like to have pets. Ask children, What kinds
of pets do you think the U.S. presidents
have had?

O A eryou read each page, pause to help

children focus on the main idea. Ask: Who

was the president? What pet did he have?
en encourage children to use the story

text and photo to tell more about that pet.

After Reading
O Revisit the concept web you developed

before reading the story. Ask children

if there are animals they want to add

to the list. Volunteers can write the

animal names.

Help children develop a paragraph about
a pet they would like to have. Explain that
the rst sentence in their paragraphs will
tell the main, or most important, idea.
Model each step as you develop a sample
paragraph. Say, | want to write about my
favorite pet. | Il start with my main idea:
My favorite petisa dog. atsmy rst
sentence. Next, I Il tell more about the main
idea. I [l write: Her name is Sandy. She is
white with black and brown spots. Sandy is
my best friend. Have children complete the
paragraph frame on page T5.



Reinforcing Decoding Skills

Long vowels: a (make, place); i (dime, Digraphs: ch (changed, children);
ve, ling, time) th (the, thick, this, three, with); wh
(which, Whiskers)

Vowel pairs: ea (eagle, eat, leads, near);
ee (meet, deep, see, trees)

pp. 14-19

Lesson 3 Lesson4 pp. 20-21

Yellowstone
Build Background
0 Ask children what they think of when

Coins
Build Background

0 Have children turn to pages 20-21

they hear the word park (a place to play
and have fun; a place with trees and
animals). Explain that some parks are for
a neighborhood or city, while others are
so special that they re meant for the whole
country. ey are called national parks.

0 Display the United States map side of
the poster. Locate and name Montana,
Wyoming, and Idaho. Tell children they
will read about a national park that is so
big, it lies in these three states!

Read and Discuss

O Lead children in paging through the story,
discussing the photos and childrens initial
impressions. Explain that reading the story
will be like taking a trip to Yellowstone.
Suggest that they use details from both
the photos and the text to imagine what
Yellowstone is like.

After Reading

O Summarize the story by helping children
name the things that make Yellowstone
special (river, waterfalls, forests, geysers,
canyons). Distribute the blackline master
on page T6. Tell children they will nd
more details from the story, using both text
and photos, about the things that make
Yellowstone special.

0 Group children in pairs or small groups.
Tell each group to go through the story
and complete the chart.

O Partners can also use their Alphaboxes
to record important vocabulary from the
story and use it to retell the key facts.

and follow along as you read aloud
the introduction.

0 Explain the format of the time line. (It shows

four di erent pennies and the year each one
was rst made.) Show children how to read
the time line from le  to right, as you name
the penny and the year. Ask children why
they think there are two pictures for each
penny. (One shows heads, the other, tails.)

0 Explain that even though the penny has

changed many times, and continues to
change, it is still worth one cent. e new
pennies being introduced in 2009 will
each show a di erent scene from Abraham
Lincolns life. Each will still be worth only
one cent.

Read and Discuss

O Review the value of each U.S. coin from
one to twenty- ve cents. Tell children you
will read a poem about counting coins.

0 A er reading the poem aloud once, ask
children to repeat each line afer you.
Introduce the clapping routine when it
is time to count in the poem. (Count ve
pennies, 1-clap! 2-clap! 3-clap! 4-clap!
5-clap!; count two nickels, count by ves,
5-clap! 10-clap!; 5-clap!, 10-clap!, 15-clap!,
20-clap! 25-clap!)

After Reading

O As a group, practice using coins to make
di erent combinations. For example: Ask
children, How many pennies are worth a
nickel? A dime? A quarter? Children can
practice other combinations on page T7.
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Fill in the cause and effect chart.
CAUSE EFFECT

1.
Peopleuseda |
poison to kill
insects.

2.
Fewer eggs |
hatched. |

3.

nal Geographic Society. Teachers may copy this page to distribute to

People stopped |
using the
poison. |
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