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Since the first issue was published in 1888, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC magazine has
had only nine full-time editors. Bill Allen assumed the post in 1995, following
25 years of creative service in various editorial capacities at the National
Geographic Society, including photographer, writer, and illustrations editor.

He served as the eighth Editor in Chief for ten years before retiring in 2004.
Before joining the Geographic in 1969 as a summer intern, Allen served as a
lieutenant in the U.S. Army, working as an information officer along Korea's
demilitarized zone. It was there, while running several military newspapers,
that Allen developed a love of publishing and photography. Once he left the
service in the late '60s, he pursued a career in freelance photography and
developed a friendship with National Geographic staff photographer George F.
Mobley. Mabley's experiences prompted Allen to follow his childhood dream
and chart his own career path at the National Geographic Society.
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L ARG GIEI matching subject with talent. Unlike many other magazines, the NATIONAL
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_ Bill Allen every phase of production from concept and preliminary story meetings,

through the expedition, to the final stages of editing and publishing.

Drawing on his experience at the helm of NATioNAL GEoGRrAPHIC, Allen talks
about the larger challenge that engaged him as Editor in Chief: how to keep
TOPICS: the magazine relevant as a brand while covering current affairs, broadening
environmental awareness, chronicling adventure, and offering an escape for
the generations who have learned much of what they know about the world
from the pages of NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC.

Allen, now a National Geographic Trustee Emeritus, serves on the boards of
the National Space Biomedical Research Institute, Institute of Nautical
Archaeology, and the Teton Science School. He is also a member of the Council
on Foreign Relations and the Cosmos Club in Washington, D.C.

He lives with his wife Carol in Alexandria, Virginia.
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