
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

U.S. Regions: Key Vocabulary 
 

 

Educators: This handout accompanies the lesson “Regions of the United States: A Geographic Perspective," at www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions.  
You may reproduce this handout for classroom instruction. 

 

© 2006 National Geographic Society. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 
spatial distribution: how people, places, things, or events are arranged across the earth; anything that can 
be mapped has a spatial distribution 
 
location: the position of a particular point on the surface of the earth 
 
patterns: the recurring or nonrecurring arrangement of people, places, or things across the earth 
 
place: an area having unique physical and human characteristics that distinguish it from other areas or 
places 
 
processes: the physical or human actions that create and change the earth’s features 
 
region: any area on the earth with one or more common characteristics or features 
 
relationship: how human and physical features of the earth are connected to each other 
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