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Words to Know

area	� a geographic region

BioBlitz	� an event in which people find 
and identify as many local 
species as possible 

biodiversity	� all the different kinds of living 
organisms within a given area 

characteristics	� the physical features of an 
organism 

classification	� the categorization of organisms 
into groups based on physical 
and genetic characteristics 

compass rose	� a symbol on a map that shows 
the direction of north and other 
main directional points  

details	� the specific features of 
something

direction	� the way in which somebody or 
something goes, points, or faces

habitat	� the environment where an 
organism lives  

human influence	� the effect that people have  
on an environment

north arrow	� a mark on a map that shows  
the direction of north 

observations	� watching and recording things, 
actions, or events

organisms	� living things such as plants, 
animals, fungi, or bacteria

record	� preserving observations with 
notes, drawings, photographs, 
and/or audio and video 
recording 

relatedness	� being connected by similarities 

scale	� the relationship between 
distances on a map and the 
actual distances on Earth 

species	� a group of similar organisms 
within the same population that 
can reproduce with each other 

specimen	� an individual organism that 
is a typical example of its 
classification

tally card	� records the number of species 
found and identified during a 
BioBlitz  

trait	� a genetically determined 
(inherited) characteristic  

vegetation	� the plants, including trees, 
grasses, flowers, ferns, and 
shrubs of a given area
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