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Nutrient used by

Effect on

Ecosystem Health
Too much nitrogen can F

Sewage treatment plants, industries,

Nitrogen plants and animals cause algal blooms which vehicle exhaust, acid rain, runoff from
to create protein block the sun and kill off agricultural, residential, and urban areas
underwater grasses. This, in (especially fertilizer).
turn, reduces oxygen
supplies sub-surface plants
and animals need to survive.
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Underwater Bay
Grasses

Effect on
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Wetlands

Educators: This handout accompanies the lesson “Making the Grade: Health Indicators in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed,” at
www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions. You may reproduce this handout for students.
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Fisheries
Health Definition Effect on Rating Cause of Rating
Indicator Ecosystem Health
Blue Crab
Oyster

Striped Bass
(Rockfish)

Additional Indicators
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