Educators may reproduce these materials for students.

© 2007 National Geographic Society

CsI

A FOSSIL FORMS

Only a small percentage of all living plants and animals become fossils. Plants and animals that die and are
quickly buried by mud, sand, volcanic ash, or other sediments are most likely to become fossilized. Once the
sediment has hardened, other factors—including oxygen, sunlight, microorganisms, and geologic forces—
play an important role. Even with millions of years to form, a fossil is the result of a rare and unique process,
and it must be found and analyzed in order to become part of the fossil record.
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