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Harriet Tubman was born a slave.
This meant she was not free. Even as
a child, she had to work hard for her
owner, or master. She had to do as
she was told. She could not leave
his farm.
As a young woman, Harriet made a
daring escape to freedom. Then she
put her own life in danger again to
lead other slaves to freedom. She is
a hero to many for being so brave.
Word to Know

Harriet Tubman when she
was about 46 years old

SLAVE: A person who was considered to be
property and was owned by another person. A slave
had to work for no pay and was usually mistreated.
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UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD: Some
slaves escaped from
their masters through
the Underground
Railroad. The people
who led them to
safety were called
conductors.

In the 1820s, growing up as
a slave was very different from
growing up as a
child who was free.
SCHOOL: Slaves could not
attend school. Teaching them
to read or write was against the
law in some states. An education
would give them power.
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RIGHTS: Slaves had no
rights and were usually
mistreated. They were listed
as property along with their
owner’s animals. They could
be sold to other masters to
work without pay at any time.
Children were often taken
from their parents to be sold.
HOME: Slaves lived in
small cabins with dirt
floors. Whole families
were crowded into one
room. They often had
no beds, so they slept
on straw on the floor.

Words to Know
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD: Not a real railroad,
but a secret network of people who helped slaves
escape to freedom
RIGHTS: Basic freedoms protected by law, such as
the right to live, learn, and work as one chooses

TEST YOUR SMARTS!

DID YOU KNOW?

You may already know the name Harriet Tubman. She was one of many
enslaved people in this country who became famous because they
fought against slavery and helped other people. Learn more about her
by reading the pages and answering the questions.

earned the nickname “Moses”
1 Tubman
for her work as a conductor on the

1/Why do people say Harriet Tubman was a hero and brave?
2/Why do you think enslaved people were not allowed to go to school?
What would you miss most about school if you were never allowed to go?
3/Tubman was a conductor on the Underground Railroad, meaning that
she traveled with her “passengers” to show them the way. What do you
think the “stations” might have been like?
4/Tubman was born around 1822, escaped to freedom in 1849, and
died in 1913. How old was she when she escaped, and how long ago did
she die? Although she continued to work hard throughout her life, how
long did she live free?

ANSWERS: 1/Harriet Tubman risked her own freedom and her life to help others become free. Even
though slave-catchers were looking for her, she made 13 trips back to Maryland and led about 70 people
to freedom. 2/Learning to read or write was illegal for enslaved people, because education would give
them power. It could allow them to know more about their surroundings and might help them escape.
3/Possible answers: People who wanted to help escaped slaves found many ways to hide them until it
was safe for them to move on: in very small spaces, under the floor; in hidden cabinets; under piles of
hay in barns and wagons. Some people ferried escaped slaves across rivers in samll boats.
4/She was 27 when she escaped, died 107 years ago, and lived free for 64 years.
Some content may have been modified for purposes of this activity sheet.

Underground Railroad. Moses was a
man who led his people to freedom
from slavery in ancient Egypt.

the Civil War, Tubman worked
2 During
as a nurse for Northern soldiers and as

a spy behind enemy lines in the South.
She also led a surprise military attack
in South Carolina, freeing more than
750 slaves.

suffered a head injury as a
3 Tubman
child, and for the rest of her life, she

would fall asleep suddenly, even while
talking or working.
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